
 

LESSON 15 

The Church of God New World Ministries maintains 
that God’s Word, the Bible, is God’s written instruction 
book of worship, and that it is the foundational author-
ity on doctrine. 
 
Many are surprised to learn that commonly held 
“Christian doctrines" are, in fact, not “Christian” at 
all.  That is, they are not based upon Holy Scriptures.  
Some of these doctrines have been generated by sin-
cere misunderstandings about what the scriptures 
teach on a given topic. While others originate solely 
upon the authority of their church. 
 
In this series of Lessons The Church of God New 
World Ministries will examine many of the “traditional 
Christian doctrines” in light of what the Bible really 
says.   
 
As you proceed forward with your Christian growth 
and development, let these words sink deeply into your 
minds, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 
 
Instructions: 
 
The format for this Course is similar to the Ambassa-
dor College Correspondence Course which many of the 
Churches of God have used as a pattern for their Cor-
respondence Courses. 
 
Look up and carefully read in your Bible the scripture 
references given in answer to the questions asked.  
Comments following the questions elaborate on the 
scriptures just read.  That is all there is to it!  (These 
studies are based on the King James Version of the 
Bible, unless otherwise stated.) 
 
LAW OR GRACE: 
 
OK, it is finally time to answer the age old question, 
“Which is it law or grace?”  Were the ten command-
ments abolished, “nailed to the cross”? Does grace do 
away with the law? 
 
What have you been taught all your life?  Most people 
are confused by those who claim to expound the words 
of Paul.  You may hear one group quote one set of scrip-
tures telling of the law, and another group quoting 
verses mentioning grace.  That is the wrong way to 
study the Bible.  All scripture is given by inspiration and 
must be taken into account when studying any subject.  
So, which is it, LAW OR GRACE? 
 

Let’s begin our study by discussing THE LAW.   
 
Which law, you may ask?  Let’s begin by discussing 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.  Herein lies the begin-
ning of the problem.  Most do not understand that there 
is a vast difference between the LAW OF GOD — the 
ten commandments — its statutes and judgments, and 
THE LAW OF MOSES.  Did you know that?  Let’s first 
discuss THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
 
THE LAW OF GOD: 
 
COMMENT:  To begin with let’s cover a few very basic 
questions.  Answering these questions will help us better 
understand the LAW. 
 
1.  What is sin? Turn to I John 3:4 and read the entire 
verse. 
 
COMMENT:  Notice carefully and remember this defi-
nition, “Sin is the transgression (breaking) of the law.” 
 
2. Let’s notice now an amazing fact.  One overlooked 

by most ministers when trying to explain LAW OR  
GRACE.  We must determine when the LAW came 
into existence.  Most believe that the LAW came 
through Moses to the Israelites at Mt. Sinai.  But did 
it?  Turn to Genesis the third chapter and read it. 

 
COMMENT:  When Adam and Eve rejected “The Tree 
of Life” they sinned.  They committed several sins by 
“taking” of the “Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.”  
How do we know that? 
 
3. Turn now to Romans the 5th chapter.  Read verse 

12. 
 
COMMENT:  Do you see what Paul is saying.  SIN en-
tered the world through one man, Adam, and death by 
(because of) sin. 
 
4. Turn now to Romans 6 and read verse 23.  What are 

the wages of sin? 
 
COMMENT:  Now, what have we learned so far.  Sin is 
the transgression of the law. (I John 3:4).  The wages of 
sin is death (Rom. 6:23).  Now, read Romans 5:12 again 
very slowly and prayerfully.  Does it not say that SIN 
entered the world by Adam and because of that SIN 
death (the penalty of sin) came upon all men?  And does 
it not say that all have sinned?  The death penalty is 
upon every man because of sin. That penalty must be 
paid. 
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5. Now turn to Romans 4 and read verse 15. 
 
COMMENT:  Does it not say that where there is no law 
there is no sin?  Of course it does, then if Adam sinned 
and passed sin upon all men there had to be a law in 
existence for Adam to break, didn’t there? (I John 3:4). 
 
6. Read verse 14 of Romans 5. 
 
COMMENT:  Paul plainly states that death (the penalty 
for sin) reigned (existed) from Adam to Moses.  How 
clear, God’s law was in effect from Adam to Moses!  
The law of God has existed from the very beginning of 
creation.  
 
For further proof that the law existed before Moses turn 
to Genesis 26 and read verse 5.  Does it not say that 
Abraham (who lived long before Moses) “...obeyed my 
voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my stat-
utes, and my laws?  More on Abraham later. 
 
If the law existed before Moses what is THE LAW OF 
MOSES?  Let’s understand! 
 
LAW OF MOSES: 
 
COMMENT:  The Bible speaks very plainly of a law 
which came with Moses.  The law which the legalistic 
Pharisees tried to bind on the brethren was the “law of 
Moses” (Acts 15:5).  But just what was the Law of 
Moses?  And, was it not the same law that existed from 
creation?  Absolutely NOT!  The law of Moses was a 
different separate law.  Let’s understand. 
 
You will recall that the children of Israel had been in 
captivity in Egypt for many years.  They had become 
Egyptianized. They had forgotten the law of God obeyed 
by Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They  learned the way of 
the heathen in Egypt (Jeremiah 10:2).  God used Moses 
to deliver them from Egyptian bondage.  
 
No sooner than Moses had begun delivering them from 
Egypt did they start complaining, grumbling and grip-
ing.  Nothing seemed to please them.  It was not long 
before rebellious men began complaining openly against 
Moses, and against God (Ex. 16:2-8).  They flagrantly 
disobeyed God. God was actually testing them to see if 
they would keep His Holy Sabbath Day. What did God 
ask them? “How long refuse ye to keep my command-
ments and my laws?” (verse 28).  
 
Now you need to understand that this was weeks before 
they came to Mount Sinai!  This was almost immedi-
ately after they crossed the Red Sea!  Yet, already, 
plainly, God’s laws were in force and the Israelites were 
found disobedient and rebellious. 
 
When the Israelites stopped at Mount Sinai God was 
now ready to reeducate them according to His laws.  In 
Exodus 19 we see that Israel agreed to accept God’s 
laws by entering into a covenant with Him.  The laws 
were written on two tables of stone and are outlined in 

Exodus 20. Various statutes and judgments followed in the 
ensuing chapters.  Now, it is time to understand THE LAW 
OF MOSES.  The ten commandments, statutes and judg-
ments were NOT THE LAW OF MOSES.  Then, what is 
it? 
 
1. Turn to Jeremiah 7 and read verses 22-23. 
 
COMMENT:  Did you get that?  God said I did not speak 
to them about sacrifices or burnt offerings.  He said I only 
gave them my commandments to live by. 
 
2. Let’s let Paul explain what the  LAW OF MOSES 

was.  Turn to Hebrews 8 and read verses 7-8. 
 
COMMENT:  Notice that Paul said that there was a flaw 
with the first covenant (the one God made at Mount Sinai).  
The one we read about in Jeremiah 7 — THE TEN COM-
MANDMENTS. What was the flaw?  Where was the fault?  
Was it the law?  No! Read it in your Bible, it was with 
THEM —the Israelites. 
 
3. Now turn to Galatians the third chapter to see what 

God did because of their disobedience. Gal. 3:19. 
 
COMMENT: Paul asks the question, “Why serve the law”?  
Which law was Paul talking about?  It was the LAW OF 
MOSES.  Now, keep reading, what was THE LAW OF 
MOSES?  It was a ritualistic ceremonial law added because 
of the transgressions of the people.  It was added because 
there was a great “spiritual” law in effect which was being 
transgressed, broken, by the Israelites!  The law they were 
breaking was THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.   
 
Remember, God said, “How long refuse ye to keep My 
commandments, and My laws?” (Ex 16:28).  They had 
been breaking God’s eternal spiritual law, the TEN COM-
MANDMENTS THAT HAD BEEN IN FORCE SINCE 
CREATION.  So, because they were breaking God’s law, 
He added another special law, “the LAW OF MOSES” to 
teach them the habit of obedience. To teach them to ac-
knowledge their sins.  He gave them certain ceremonial 
washings, offerings, and commanded sacrifices, and carnal 
ordinances to foreshadow things to come.  What things?  
The coming of the True Sacrifice for our sins — Jesus 
Christ Himself!  And the Holy Spirit which cleans us up 
spiritually within.  These duties, sacrifices, washings, 
taught them their need for a coming Saviour and God’s 
Holy Spirit. 
 
4. Turn to Galatians 2 and read verse 16. 
 
COMMENT:  Notice that Paul says these “works of the 
law” could not save anyone. Read also Hebrews 10:1-2 
 
5. What were the works of the law for? Notice again Gal. 

3:19.   
 
COMMENT:  Notice that Paul asked the question “Why 
serve the law (LAW OF MOSES)?  The law added because 
of transgressions of the people. 
 



 
6. For the answer to this question read verse 24 of Gal. 

3. 
 
COMMENT:  The Israelites could not keep God’s law.  
Therefore, it was a schoolmaster, or teacher, that taught 
them various principles about God’s spiritual law.  This 
law could not bring salvation.  It was simply a physical 
law that brought blessings or curses for obedience. (Read 
Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26). It was a law of works. 
 
7. How long was this “LAW OF MOSES” to last? Gal. 

3:19. 
 
COMMENT:  Did you catch that?  The law of Moses was 
to last until Christ came.  Paul said we were shut up (kept 
from) faith until Christ should come. (Gal. 3:23-25).  Once 
Christ came we were no longer to keep the “LAW OF 
MOSES”— the ceremonial washings and sacrifices.  The 
LAW OF MOSES was “nailed to the stake.”  Not the TEN 
COMMANDMENTS — the great spiritual law of God. 
 
Do you understand now the difference between the LAW 
OF GOD AND THE LAW OF MOSES?   
 
Now, it is significant that we address the issue of SALVA-
TION.  The law of Moses could not bring salvation.  Justi-
fication cannot come by works. (Gal. 2:16).  You cannot 
earn salvation by works.  How then can we be SAVED? 
 
GRACE: 
 
1. Turn now to Ephesians chapter 2. Read verse 8. 
 
COMMENT:  Paul plainly states that it is by GRACE that 
we are saved by faith.  What is GRACE?  Webster defines 
GRACE as mercy, favor, unmerited kindness, an exemp-
tion or pardon as from a penalty. 
 
Let’s refresh our memories.  Read Romans 3:23 and Ro-
mans 5:12.  Paul says that all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God. And again, Romans 6:23 tells us that the 
wages of sin is death.  Every man, woman and child has 
the death penalty hanging over their heads.  We are all 
sinners and will die.  That is the curse of the law — death.  
It is not the law that is the curse, it is the penalty for break-
ing the law that is the curse. 
 
2. Turn now to Galatians 3 and read verse 13. 
 
COMMENT:  Notice that Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us...Yes, Christ 
took the penalty — death — for our breaking of God’s law 
on himself and died for us.  We did not do anything to 
deserve what He did.  We received unmerited 
(undeserved) pardon because Christ died for us.  We re-
ceived God’s GRACE but we did not earn it.  We cannot 
earn it.  It is a FREE GIFT.  Once we repent of our sins 
and accept Jesus Christ as our personal savior we are no 
longer under the death penalty.  Does that free us from 
keeping the law — THE TEN COMMANDMENTS?  The 
law that is eternal?  The law that has existed from crea-
tion? Let Paul explain. 

 
3. Turn now to Romans 6. Read verses 1-2, 15-18. 
 
COMMENT:  Did Paul not say that we are not to continue 
in sin.  He said we are dead to sin. (it has no hold over 
us). Verses 1-2.  He said even though being under God’s 
GRACE and no longer under the law (penalty of the law 
which is death) we should not sin. Verse 15. 
 
Notice verses 16-18.  Paul said we are no longer to serve 
sin unto death but obedience unto righteousness.  We are 
to be servants of righteousness. 
 
4. What is righteousness? Psalm 119:172. 
 
COMMENT:  David was inspired to write that all of 
God’s commandments were righteousness.  The keeping 
of God’s commandments is how we put on righteousness. 
We are to be obedient (obey) unto righteousness. (Rom 
6:16-18). 
 
5. Read now Matthew 19:17. 
 
COMMENT:  Christ said to enter into life we must keep 
the commandments.  Now is that confusing to you?  We 
just learned that once we accept Christ’s sacrifice for us 
we are under God’s GRACE.  Why then do we have to 
keep the commandments? 
 
This illustration should help us understand!  Let’s assume 
you are sitting on death row.  You have committed a hei-
nous murder.  A jury judged you guilty and you are await-
ing the death penalty.  As you are walked down the corri-
dor toward the death chamber the warden of the prison 
stops you.  He tells you that you are a free man.  You gasp 
with amazement!  How?  Why, you ask?  The warden 
tells you that someone else has paid the penalty for you.  
You did not deserve it but GRACE was bestowed upon 
you by the death of someone else.  You are FREE to go 
live the rest of your life without fear of the death penalty 
hanging over your head. 
 
Now, are you free to go out and break the Law?  Are you 
free to murder someone else?  Does the free gift of life 
give you a license to murder again?  Of course not! 
 
Even so, when a sinner repents, and accepts the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ as atonement for his sins, he comes under 
the Grace of God.  His past sins are forgiven.  The death 
penalty of sin no longer hangs over his head. But, is that 
all there is? 
 
6. Turn back now to Ephesians 2.  We read verse 8 and 

that is where most clergy stop reading.  They use this 
verse to claim the law has been done away with and 
we are under God’s GRACE.  But, continue reading 
verses 9-10. 

 
COMMENT:  Did you see that?  We are created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. Though our PAST sins are for-
given this does not mean we can now disobey God.  Ab-
solutely not!  The grace of God and faith in the shed 



 
blood of Jesus Christ to atone for our sins must be accom-
panied by law-abiding righteous works!  If we turn again to 
willfully sin there remains no more sacrifice for our sins, 
and we will incur the death penalty once again, this time, 
without any escape! (Heb. 10:26; II Peter 2:21).  That is 
what the Bible says. 
 
FAITH AND WORKS: 
 
1. Let’s understand the vitally important example of the 

patriarch Abraham.  Was Abraham under grace?  Did 
Abraham obey God’s law?  Read Romans 4:1-3. 

 
COMMENT: Notice!  Abraham was a man of faith.  He 
believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness.  
Abraham did not receive the promises, including the prom-
ise of salvation, by works. Abraham did not earn salvation 
or the promises!  They were given to him, by God! 
 
Does this mean that Abraham did not have to obey God?  
Does it mean, even more importantly, that we do not have 
to obey God today?   
 
2. Turn to the book of James.  Let’s notice what the apos-

tle James tells us about faithful Abraham. (James 
2:21). 

 
COMMENT: James says, “Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works, when he offered Isaac his son upon the 
altar?” Does that contradict what we have already said, you 
cannot earn salvation by works?  Let’s continue reading: 
Verse 22, “Seest thou how faith (he now mentions faith) 
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made per-
fect.” 
 
James shows us that faith works together with works!  This 
is no contradiction!  James continues: “And the scripture 
was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it 
was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called 
the Friend of God.  Ye see then how that by works a man is 
justified, and not by faith only” (James 2:23-24).  “Even so 
faith, if it hath not works is dead, being alone,” (verse 17).  
How clear!  Faith and works, said James go hand-in-hand! 
 
God tested Abraham’s faith by his obedience, his works.  
Abraham met the test without flinching, with dauntless 
courage.  After showing God his willingness to obey, even 
if it required the life of his only son Isaac, God confirmed 
the promises he had made to Abraham. Why? “Because 
thou has obeyed my voice” (Gen. 26:5). 
 
Abraham not only had faith in God, but by faith he obeyed 
his creator! His faith went hand-in-hand with obedience!  
God later told Isaac exactly why Abraham was blessed.  
Read it for yourself in Gen. 26:5. 
 
How plain!  God’s spiritual law was in force in the days of 
Abraham, long before Moses!  Abraham obeyed God.  
That is what your Bible says!  By faith he accepted God’s 
promises as a gift.  God did not owe Abraham the prom-
ises. He gave the promises to him because Abraham was 
willing to obey!  Abraham did not “earn” them by his 

works!  Nevertheless, unless he had demonstrated his will-
ingness to obey God, through his works, he would not have 
had the promises given to him. 
 
The promises came freely through God’s grace.  But works 
were involved.  Does this sound contradictory?  That does 
not mean one can ever earn salvation! No, not at all!  James 
said, “faith without works is dead, being alone.”  God’s 
grace alone, by itself, will not save us since God will not 
give His grace to any person who refuses to obey Him, who 
rebels against Him. 
 
Grace is simply free, unmerited, undeserved pardon or for-
giveness.  God gives us grace when He forgives us of our 
past sins.  But, unless we are willing to obey God, and stop 
sinning, we will lose that forgiveness, or grace.  Abraham’s 
obedience did not earn him salvation!  Abraham did not 
“earn” the promises.  And no Christian can ever “earn” sal-
vation.  It is not something which we receive as a result of 
all our deeds and works.  Yet most people believe their faith 
earns them salvation!  It isn’t your faith that gives you eter-
nal life.  It is Christ’s. 
 
Paul wrote that we are saved by grace (Eph 2:8).  Christ’s 
faith in us is a gift.  We do not receive it because of all our 
works.  All one’s good deeds cannot save anyone.  They are 
only what ought to be done anyway.  God gives it because 
of His merciful pardon and grace, not because we are ever 
“worthy” of such a gift.  But does this mean works are not 
involved?  Not at all!  Eph 2:10 says …”we are created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works…” 
 
There you are!  Faith without works is dead, a dead, useless 
faith.  There is no conflict whatsoever between God’s law 
and the grace of God!  It is not a question of “Law OR 
Grace.”  Without law there would be no need of grace.  Law 
and grace go together like hand in glove.  One is dead with-
out the other.  One is useless without the other. 
 
Law, apart from God’s grace, is impossible for men to keep 
perfectly!  But grace, apart from God’s law is not grace but 
license to sin! 
 
So we see it is not a matter of law OR grace.  It is a matter 
of Law AND Grace.  One without the other is dead! (James 
2:26). Thanks be to God for His mercy and His law! 
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