
 

LESSON 18 

The Church of God New World Ministries maintains 

that God’s Word, the Bible, is God’s written instruction 

book of worship, and that it is the foundational author-

ity on doctrine. 

 

Many are surprised to learn that commonly held 

“Christian doctrines" are, in fact, not “Christian” at 

all.  That is, they are not based upon Holy Scriptures.  

Some of these doctrines have been generated by sin-

cere misunderstandings about what the scriptures 

teach on a given topic. While others originate solely 

upon the authority of their church. 

 

In this series of Lessons The Church of God New 

World Ministries will examine many of the “traditional 

Christian doctrines” in light of what the Bible really 

says.   

 

As you proceed forward with your Christian growth 

and development, let these words sink deeply into your 

minds, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” 

 

Instructions: 

 

The format for this Course is similar to the Ambassa-

dor College Correspondence Course which many of the 

Churches of God have used as a pattern for their Cor-

respondence Courses. 

 

Look up and carefully read in your Bible the scripture 

references given in answer to the questions asked.  

Comments following the questions elaborate on the 

scriptures just read.  That is all there is to it!  (These 

studies are based on the King James Version of the 

Bible, unless otherwise stated.) 

 

ETERNAL SECURITY: 

 

Each month before I sit down to begin writing 

these Lessons I always go to the internet and 

look up the subject to be discussed.  As usual, I 

found thousands of sites discussing ETERNAL 

SECURITY.   

 

Many notable theologians adhere to this belief.  

It is astounding to see the scriptures used to 

“prove” their belief.  Unfortunately, their 

teachings have misled many thousands of peo-

ple into believing something that is not true. 

What is ETERNAL SECURITY any way?  

What do the adherents to this belief teach and 

believe?  Basically, ETERNAL SECURITY is 

the belief that once a person has been con-

verted he is ‘saved’ and can in no way lose out 

on salvation. 

 

How about you, do you believe that once you 

accept Jesus Christ, are baptized, and begin 

living a Christian life, your salvation is secure 

for all eternity?  Do you feel safe and secure 

with this belief?  Do you want to base your 

eternal life on it?  Or, are you willing to see 

what the Bible really says about ETERNAL 

SECURITY?  If so, continue reading… 

 

WHAT IS SALVATION? 

 

COMMENT:  To most people salvation means 

the saving of one’s soul (life).  Or, to live for 

all eternity.  Of course, religions of the world 

differ on where one will spend eternity and 

what it entails. That is another subject. 

 

To begin, let’s investigate a few basic scrip-

tures to lay a foundation for our study. 

 

1. Turn to I Timothy chapter 2 and read verse 

3. 

 

COMMENT:  Notice that God wants all men 

(and women) to be saved.  But notice also that 

before men can be saved they must “come unto 

the knowledge of the truth.”  Not all men know 

the truth. (I Cor. 15:34).  They must “come to 

the knowledge of the truth.” But how? And 

when? Continue on! 

2. Turn now to the book of Acts, chapter 4, 

and read verses 8-12. 

COMMENT: Notice that salvation is not possi-

ble except through Jesus Christ.  There is no 

other way. Now, that brings up a very impor-
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tant question doesn’t it?  What about the atheists, 

Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus and all the other 

people around the world that have never heard of 

the name of Jesus Christ?  Are they doomed to 

ETERNAL DEATH because they did not know 

Jesus Christ? Let’s let the Bible answer that 

question. 

3. Turn to 2 Corinthians chapter 6 and read 

verses 1-2. 

COMMENT:  Reading this passage leads us to 

believe that now is “the only day” of salvation. 

But this verse is a quote from Isaiah 49:8.  Read 

this verse in Isaiah carefully.  Do you notice any-

thing different?  Of course, Isaiah says “in a day 

of salvation” and 2 Corinthians 6:2 says “in the 

day of salvation.”  The little word “a” changes 

the whole meaning.  2 Corinthians 6:2 is a mis-

translation.  Isaiah is correct.  

We have read that God wants all men to be 

saved, and that is true.  However, He does not 

intend to save them all at once.  No, the Bible 

actually teaches that each human being will have 

“a” day of salvation.  But, not all will be saved at 

the same time. Have you ever heard that before?  

It is the truth! 

EACH IN HIS OWN ORDER: 

1. Turn to a much overlooked and misunder-

stood scripture by theologians in I Corin-

thians chapter 15.  Read carefully verses 22-

25. 

COMMENT:  Paul is explaining that in Adam all 

die.  (Adam’s sin brought the death penalty upon 

all men.) He goes on to explain that through 

Christ all shall be made alive. He is explaining 

that all men can have salvation (eternal life) 

through Jesus Christ, just as we read previously. 

But notice carefully verse 23.  Read it in your 

Bible.  What does it say?  “Every man in his own 

order.” Yes every man will have “a” day of sal-

vation but in his own order. Not all at the same 

time. But, in different periods of time. 

The Bible clearly explains that there is an order 

to salvation.  Notice the order:  Christ the 

firstfruits (He was the first to be resurrected), 

afterward (approximately 2,000 years later) they 

that are Christ’s at His coming. (There are other 

steps but Paul did not explain them all here. We 

will have to look elsewhere to find them.  But, 

we’ll explain that later.) 

2. How does one become Christ’s? (John 6:44). 

COMMENT:  Notice that no man can come to 

Christ unless the Father draw (call) him. Yes, the 

Father is actually calling a few NOW to be 

Christ’s.  And notice the last part of the verse.  

Those called NOW will have their opportunity 

for salvation.  They will be Christ’s at the last 

day.  The last day is referring to the first resurrec-

tion that will occur “at His coming.” 

Now it is important to learn who are “Christ’s” 

because they will be the first to receive “their day 

of salvation.” 

3. Read Romans 8:9. This passage explains ex-

actly who will be Christ’s and why. 

COMMENT:  There it is, right in your own Bi-

ble.  To be Christ’s you must have the Holy 

Spirit. If you do not you are none of His. 

4. How does one receive the Holy Spirit? Acts 

2:38. 

COMMENT:  Notice the criteria Peter gave to 

receive the Holy Spirit.  He said to “repent, be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-

ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

To receive the Holy Spirit you must repent of 

your sins.  What is sin? (I John 3:4).  Sin is the 

transgression of the law.  One must stop sinning. 

The next step is baptism—total immersion in wa-

ter symbolizing the death of the old man. Acts 

19:6 shows that one of God’s ministers must lay 

hands on the newly baptized person for them to 

receive the free gift of the Holy Spirit.  Once this 

criteria is met you receive a begettal of the Holy 

Spirit and become Christ’s.  You are baptized 

into the body of Jesus Christ (His True Church) I 

Cor. 12:13.  

5. Turn to I Peter 4:17.  Read this verse. 

COMMENT:  Notice that a judgment is now on 

the house of God, the True Church of God, but 



 

not upon others. And clearly this judgment is not 

a mere sentencing, but a process of evaluation, 

made by God as He watches over our growth 

through a period of time.  Of course, ultimately, 

judgment includes God’s final decision about our 

spiritual state, and even the reward if we qualify 

or the sentence to death if we don’t. 

Once you receive the Holy Spirit it will lead you 

into the truth of God. (John 14:26; 16:13). You 

must continue to grow in grace and knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 3:18).  You must 

“become perfect even as your Father in heaven is 

perfect”. (Mat. 5:48). You must “put on” the di-

vine nature, the very nature and mind of God. (I 

Peter 1:4). 

This is a lifetime process.  A process called con-

version.  Those that are Christ’s must continue to 

keep the commandments of God until Christ re-

turns or until they die, whichever comes first. 

(Mat. 19:17) There is no turning back.  No back-

sliding! Why? Because you could lose out on 

ETERNAL LIFE!  You are NOT ETERNALLY 

SECURE! We will explain why later. 

The first period of judgment when most will be 

deceived and only a few will be called, is now.  

This era ends with the return of Jesus Christ to set 

up His Kingdom, and the resurrection to eternal 

life of all who were called and qualified from 

Adam’s time till then.  

THE MILLENNIUM: 

COMMENT:  The second period of judgment is 

during the Millennium, the l,000 years immedi-

ately after Jesus’ return to set up His Kingdom. 

1. Turn to Rev. 20 and read verse 4. 

COMMENT: Verse 4 explains that those who 

qualify NOW will live and reign with Christ a 

thousand years. 

2. What will be their responsibility in the King-

dom of God? (Rev. 5:10) Where will they 

reign? 

3. Turn to Zechariah chapter 14. Read verses 1-

9. 

COMMENT:  Paraphrasing this passage, we see 

that when Christ returns to this earth to put down 

all earthly rule he will come to the Mount of Ol-

ives in Jerusalem and establish his throne there. 

Notice in verse 5 that all the saints are with him. 

(saints are those called now who qualify to be 

kings and priests in the Millennium). 

One clear theme running throughout the Bible is 

that during the Millennium all that are alive when 

Christ returns will come to know the truth of 

God. 

4. Turn to Isaiah chapter 2 and read verses 2-5. 

Now read Isaiah 11:5; Jer. 31:34; and Joel 

2:32. 

COMMENT:  It is evident, by these scriptures 

and many, many more, that Jesus Christ will 

soon come to this earth to establish peace and 

administer His law.  Those who qualify now will 

become kings and priests and rule with Christ on 

this earth for 1,000 years.  During the 1,000 years 

all those flesh and blood human beings who live 

over into the Millennium will have “their day” 

for salvation. They will have their opportunity 

for eternal life. Their minds will be opened to the 

truth. They will be judged by the good things 

they do and the bad.(2 Cor. 5:10). 

THE SECOND RESURRECTION: 

1. Turn to Revelation chapter 20 and read verses 

4-5. 

COMMENT:  Verse 4 is referring to all those 

who were called from Adam until the return of 

Christ who qualified to become members of 

God’s Kingdom.  They are changed instantly at 

Christ’s return and entered the Family (Kingdom) 

of God. (I Cor. 15:42-54). They will receive their 

assignments in the Kingdom of God.  They will 

be kings and priests and reign with Christ 

throughout the Millennium. 

Now, read verse 5. “But the rest of the dead lived 

not again until the thousand years were fin-

ished.”  The last sentence, “This is the first resur-

rection” is referring to those in verse 4.  But did 

you catch that?  The rest of the dead did not live 

again (come back to life) until the 1,000 years 



 
were finished. This is a resurrection that will take 

place after the Millennium. 

2. Now go down to verses 11-12. 

COMMENT:  Do you see that?  The dead, small 

and great, stand (come alive) before God.  Why?  

Why, to be judged of course just like those being 

called now and those who will be judged in the 

Millennium.   

This is “a” day of salvation for the multiple bil-

lions of people who lived from Adam till Jesus 

Christ’s return and were not in the first resurrec-

tion. They never had an opportunity for salvation.  

But now is their time.  

3. Turn to Ezekiel chapter 37. Read verses 1-15. 

COMMENT:  Notice verses 5-6.  This is a resur-

rection to physical life.  Not eternal life.  Why?  

Because these people must be judged.  They will 

be given ample time to learn God’s truth and de-

cide for themselves if they will obey him or reject 

him.  Notice in verse 14 God gives them His Spirit 

to open their minds to his truth.  They are able 

now to “Come to the knowledge of the truth.”  

This is their day of salvation. 

So we see that God truly wants all men to be 

saved and all men will have an opportunity for 

salvation, but each in his own order. Each person 

will have “a” day of salvation! Isn’t that a marvel-

ous Plan?  Isn’t our Great God fair? 

But wait!  What about those who reject God’s call 

to salvation?  What will happen to them?  Let’s let 

the Bible explain. 

THE THIRD RESURRECTION: 

1. Turn back to Revelation chapter 20.  Read 

verses 13-15. 

COMMENT:  These verses represent a third resur-

rection.  Notice those that were dead in the sea or 

in earthly graves were resurrected.  They were 

judged according to their works.  Actually they 

had already been judged during one of the periods 

of time mentioned above — from Adam till 

Christ’s return, the Millennium, or the White 

Throne Judgment at the end of the Millennium. 

Now is when they receive their judgment.  Their 

judgment is the lake of fire.  They were judged 

according to their works and their works were 

evil.  Notice Some of their works in Revelation 

21:8.  This is the second death.  This is death for 

all eternity. (Rom. 6:23). 

2. Notice what Paul says about those who knew 

the truth and rejected it. (Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26-

29). 

COMMENT:  Yes, God will offer eternal life to 

all men. He will give them all an opportunity to 

choose life or death (Deut. 30:19).  If they choose 

death and sin willfully, continue to break God’s 

law after they “have come unto the knowledge of 

the truth,” Christ’s sacrifice for their sins is null 

and void and they will have to pay the penalty for 

their sin—which is death– death for all eternity. 

3. Turn to Malachi chapter 4 verses 1-3.  Do you 

see what will happen to the wicked?  They will 

be burned up and become ashes.  They will 

become as if they never were. (Obadiah 16).  

Even their memories will disappear and there 

will be no remembrance of them 

COMMENT:  My friends, God has a marvelous 

plan of salvation for all of mankind. Don’t be 

duped by false apostles who are preaching another 

Jesus, or another gospel by a different spirit (2 

Cor. 11:1-4). The truth from your Bible is that 

once you repent of your sins, are baptized and re-

ceive God’s Holy Spirit you must continue to 

obey God’s commandments until you die or are 

converted into a spirit being and enter God’s Fam-

ily. If you reject his commandments and fail to 

obey him you will die.  The Bible does not teach 

ETERNAL SECURITY.  Your security lies in ac-

cepting Jesus Christ as your savior and obeying 

His commandments!  Will you? 
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